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CRIME PREVENTION, REVIEW OF STRUCTURE 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.50 pm]:  Last year the Government released its report on the review of the 
structure for crime prevention in Western Australia.  The National Party also received comment from in excess 
of 20 regionally based shire councils, the Western Australian Local Government Association and Safer WA 
committees and its executive.  Many people expressed the view that the proposed new model would disfranchise 
the community.  There is still strong community support, particularly in regional Western Australia, for the 
continuation of the Safer WA initiative, albeit with some minor adjustments.  Members know that the 
experiences of the Safer WA initiatives vary around the State.  The Safer WA model is not perfect but only 
minor changes are needed to make it work even better.  Safer WA does not have to be scrapped.   

The National Party’s own research tells us that communities that have established a successful Safer WA 
program want the structure to stay as it is, with only minor changes.  No matter what structure is put in place, its 
success will depend largely on the personalities that drive it, the will of the community and the degree of 
bureaucratic control applied to it.  Regional Western Australia is dependent on volunteers to help the 
communities survive and thrive.  Therefore, it is with some disappointment that we note the Government’s 
failure to address the widespread criticism of the new structure proposed in the report.  The Government should 
consult further with the Safer WA committees before finalising its position on the new model, and it should 
clarify future funding roles and responsibilities of Safer WA.  Let us make this excellent program even better on 
behalf of country and city people.  I call on the Government not to scrap the Safer WA initiative.   
 


